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Your commitment, support, passion and action in 2016 
inspired countless “wow moments”—or, as we call them, 
in a nod to the Aquarium’s Window on Washington 
Waters exhibit, “WOWW moments.”

WOW MOMENTS100



With gratitude, we invite you to enjoy an array of the 
many ways you helped make a difference, amazing 
moments that you helped create, and perspectives from 
people who benefited from your generosity in 2016. 
Here’s to many more wow(w) moments together.

WOW MOMENTS



Dear Friend of the  
Seattle Aquarium,
2016 was a year of many “WOW” 
moments for the Aquarium in 
the spirit of its mission, Inspiring 
Conservation of Our Marine 
Environment. These moments 
demonstrate the power of the 
Aquarium to bring families and the 
community together in awe and 
understanding of the ocean and 
its importance to life on Earth.

This is a critical moment in  
time for Seattle and the critical 
issue of ocean health. There is 
increasing urgency to this work, 
and to the development of a 
genuine ocean ethic to guide our 
policies and action. In this spirit 
we thank you for your support!

Sincerely,

—Bob Davidson,  
president and CEO

P.S. We recently introduced 
alternatives to single-use plastics 
in our café—we’re one of the first 
aquariums in the country to take 
this step, as part of our work 
with the Aquarium Conservation 
Partnership. I’d love your 
feedback when you next visit.

#42
“Once they  
see octopus love…”
“We’ve been coming to the Aquarium  
since our daughters were tiny and  
we love its evolution into a beautiful  
meeting place, with touch tanks for 
kids and opportunity for many to 
learn about Puget Sound through  
our engaging volunteers. There are  
few nicer places to sit on a sunny 
summer day than the mammal  
exhibits on the northwest corner. 
With the growth of Seattle and the 
new waterfront, we need to make 
the same opportunities available  
to many more kids and visitors.  
Once they see octopus love, they’ll 
never forget it!”
—Bob C. Donegan,  
president of Ivar’s, Inc. and  
Seattle Aquarium board chair
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#4
A record-breaking 
year–and an amazing 
new seawall
The almost 850,000 people 
visiting your Aquarium in 2016 
saw firsthand the work on the 
seawall replacement, including  
a rare glimpse at an exciting  
new conservation feature 
designed to aid migrating 
salmon. Light-penetrating 
panels, installed at regular 
intervals in the sidewalk along 
the waterfront, will help the 
salmon as they make their way 
to and from the open ocean, 
where they spend most of their 
lives before returning to their 
home streams to spawn.
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#11
Moving forward on the Aquarium’s new Ocean Pavilion
The Ocean Pavilion will showcase 
Seattle’s leadership in focusing 
public attention on saving the 
ocean, and demonstrate how 
ocean health is central to the 
health of the planet. Aquariums 
inspire people to care, and then  
to act—and public engagement in 
this endeavor is critical.

Bringing the Ocean Pavilion  
to life will:

• Accelerate Seattle’s and the 
Aquarium’s vision to unite 
communities in revitalizing and 
advancing a global ocean ethic.

• Leverage Seattle’s innovative spirit 
and technical savvy to provide new 
methods for sustainable living.

• Provide concrete action steps for 
visitors from all over the world to 

make ocean-forward decisions.

The new Ocean Pavilion is being 
built to achieve just that in the 
very heart of Seattle.
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#72
Thriving through change
You turned out in record 
numbers at the Aquarium in 
2016—along with visitors from 
nearby and around the world, 
thousands of students, cultural 
groups, senior citizen clubs  
and more—even with ongoing 
seawall construction. This 
success was the theme of the 
presentation given at the 
International Aquarium  
Congress by President &  
CEO Robert W. Davidson in 
September. Davidson discussed 
the engagement that led to  
your Aquarium becoming the 
ninth-largest by attendance in 
the U.S. and downtown Seattle’s 
most-visited cultural attraction.

“The Aquarium’s partnership with  
the City of Seattle is a classic and 
successful model of a public/private 
partnership. The Aquarium is  
knitted into the fabric of our city,  
and it plays a vital role in promoting 

our shared values  
of conservation  
and sustainability.”
—Jesús Aguirre, superintendent 
of Seattle Parks and Recreation 
and Seattle Aquarium board 
member

#31  “A classic and successful model  of a public/private partnership”
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#7
Rescuing Rialto
The Seattle Aquarium has a long 
history with sea otters; since our 
opening in 1977, we’ve had nine 
pups conceived, born and live to 
adulthood. With your support, 
we also conduct sea otter 
research—on animals in zoos and 
aquariums as well as those in the 
wild—and host a biennial sea 
otter conservation workshop. 
And, as an accredited member 
of the Association of Zoos & 
Aquariums (AZA), the Aquarium 
is a program leader for sea  
otter management. 

In August 2016, that expertise 
and experience were put to the 
test when the Aquarium agreed 
to rehabilitate a sea otter pup 
that had been found stranded on 
the outer coast of Washington 
state. The tiny pup, a male, was 
estimated to be just a few weeks 
old, very thin, critically ill and 
near death.

Rialto was quickly transported  
to the Aquarium—one of only 
two facilities in Washington  
with the in-house expertise 
required to nurse him back to 
health—and began receiving 
around-the-clock treatment  
from a team of highly trained 
staff and volunteers led by 
Curator of Conservation 
Research Dr. Shawn Larson. 

The pup soon became known  
as Rialto, the name of the beach 
where he was found. Although 
given a 10 percent chance of 
survival upon his arrival, Rialto 
proved to be a fighter. With  
the attention and skill of the 
Aquarium team, he went from 
tiny and desperately ill to 
growing and thriving in a  
matter of weeks. 

Because sea otters form social  
groups consisting of one male 
and multiple females, and the 
Seattle Aquarium already has  
a male, Rialto couldn’t make  
his permanent home with us.  
The Vancouver Aquarium in 
British Columbia agreed to  
take him and, after six weeks  
of intensive care, he was healthy 
enough to travel to his new 
home. Aquarium Biologist 
Caroline Hempstead summed  
up the feelings of many when 
she said, “There is nothing more 
rewarding than giving a helpless, 
sick animal another chance at 
life to become a beautiful, 
healthy individual again.”
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#93
Octopus appreciation 
from lifelong learners 
School field trips are a common 
sight at the Aquarium—and with 
your support, we’re also able to 
share our mission with older 
audiences, such as the reading 
group from a local senior 
housing community that visited 
us in April. They’d just finished a 
book devoted to octopuses and 
wanted to learn more, so a 
special presentation was 
planned for them at the octopus 
exhibit. Thanks to the group 
members’ deep interest and 
many questions, what had been 
scheduled as a 10-minute talk 
expanded to much more. Says 
Marine Science Interpreter Holly 
Haley, who helped host the 
group, “They were so attentive 
and seemed to be hanging on 
my every word that I just kept 
talking, and then opened it up 
for questions. Every question 
and response inspired more 
questions! I finally wrapped it up 
after 90 minutes, just so they 
could take a break, but I had the 
feeling they would have stayed 
even longer.”

#10
“We always walk  
away having learned 
something new.”

“It is hard to not be a water lover 
in this region, but we are a water 
family. We especially love to watch 
the otters play and then go ourselves 
to gently play with the creatures in 
the tide pools. We always walk away 
having learned something new,  
something about the animals and  
how to protect them. It’s the  
Seattle Aquarium’s efforts in  
marine education that make the 
biggest impression to us as a family.”
—Lisa and Craig Schafer,  

Aquarium supporters and 

Splash!2016 honorary chairs 
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#52
Girls getting  
smart about sharks 
With help from you, the Seattle 
Aquarium is now actively 
connecting young girls with 
female scientists via the newly 
launched Gills Club, a STEM-
based education initiative 
developed by the Atlantic White 
Shark Conservancy. Combating 
the notion that “only boys like 
sharks,” the effort is targeted at 
girls ages 6–12, who learn about 
the work and research of female 
scientists from around the world 
during activity-filled meetings. 
The goal? To inspire shark and 
ocean conservation, and provide 
a powerful reminder that careers 
in marine science are for 
everyone. Says Marine Science 
Interpreter Melody Upton,   
“The really great thing about 
Gills Club is how we’re trying  
to connect young girls to not 
only science in general but to 
female scientists, and helping 
them learn more about sharks 
with the hopes of inspiring shark 
and ocean conservation. It’s 
been incredible to help support 
young girls be involved in the 
shark science field and empower 
them to live every week like it’s 
Shark Week!”

Q & A: Gills Club
A conversation between Marine 
Science Interpreter Melody Upton, 
Gills Club member Grace (age 6), 
and Grace’s mom, Michelle. 

Melody: What are some of your 
favorite things about Gills Club?

Grace: It’s cool. We get to learn 
about sharks and things that we 
might have never ever known.  
It’s really fun!

Michelle: Grace is interested in becoming a wildlife 
veterinarian so anything to do with animals and science is 
perfect for her. The girls really get a chance to independently 
learn, and I like that. 

Melody: What’s one thing you’ve learned at Gills Club?

Grace: When you are looking on the underside of a shark,  
if there are two sets of under fins then it’s a boy, and if 
wasn’t, it’s a girl. 

Michelle: A shark has a very large liver in order  
to control its buoyancy.

Melody: What do you think about sharks, Grace?

Grace: We need them  
because they are  
important to the  
food chain. Some  
sharks are really  
cool because they  
can glow or they don’t  
eat meat. Like lantern  
sharks and whale sharks.
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#9
A new chance for Tucker the sea turtle
A little-known fact: the Seattle 
Aquarium is Washington’s  
only recognized sea turtle 
rehabilitation facility. In 2016,  
that distinction was pressed  
into service when a cold-stunned  
olive ridley sea turtle stranded on 
Oregon’s Cannon Beach and was 
transported to the Aquarium to 
be nursed back to health by our 
expert staff. 

Olive ridley sea turtles 
(Lepidochelys olivacea), found 
worldwide in warm or tropical 
waters, are listed as a “vulnerable 
species” by the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) due to their globally 
declining numbers. They don’t 
travel into colder waters unless 
injured or sick and, once stranded, 
they require immediate care  
to survive. 

Tucker was in dire condition  
when he arrived at the Aquarium. 
Suffering from severe 
hypothermia and pneumonia,  
he was unresponsive and nearly 

dead. In fact, the name “Tucker” 
came from the first sign of life he 
showed to his team of caregivers: 
tucking his tail under his body. 

Tucker, so ill that he needed to  
be ventilated by hand for nearly  
a week until he could breathe  
on his own, received skillful, 
around-the-clock care from his 
team—and soon began showing 
signs of improvement. But even 
after regaining his appetite and 
putting on seven pounds, he 
wasn’t out of the woods: to 
address buoyancy issues, he 
received hyperbaric oxygen 
therapy at Virginia Mason 
Hospital. He was the first sea 
turtle to receive such treatment. 

In April, Tucker was deemed well 
enough to travel and was 
transported to SeaWorld San 
Diego to continue his recovery 
before an anticipated return to 
the wild. Thank you for the 
commitment and support that 
allowed the Seattle Aquarium to 
give Tucker a new chance at life!
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#84
Inspiring conservation with empathy
Research shows that encouraging 
and developing empathy for 
animals in children is an important 
motivator toward action on the 
animals’ behalf. Seeing animals 
receiving exceptional care at the 
Seattle Aquarium and learning 
about the importance of a healthy 
habitat for their well-being helps 
children transfer their resulting 
feelings of goodwill to marine 
animals in the wild, as well as 
Earth’s one ocean.  

Through a generous donation by 
an anonymous donor, your 
Aquarium is in the midst of a 
multi-year project, Inspiring 
Empathy for Our Marine 
Environment, dedicated  
to compiling, sharing and 
implementing best practices 
related to empathy development 
in children. In conjunction with 
the Woodland Park Zoo and Point 
Defiance Zoo & Aquarium, the 

Seattle Aquarium has conducted 
a review of literature and 
generated tools to measure 
empathy-related outcomes;  
we’ve already implemented 
empathy into several programs. 
One area of particular focus  
has been helping children draw 
connections with less-charismatic 
animals—such as barnacles and 
corals, which frequently aren’t 
recognized by children (and  
even some adults) as being 
animals at all.

In support of this project in 2016, 
Aquarium staff made leadership 
presentations at two national 
conferences; developed and held 
three workshops for formal and 
informal educators; contributed a 
chapter for a textbook on ocean 
literacy; and began planning a 
project that will support empathy 
development in children across 
the country.

#58
“I know the work I  
was doing made a  
difference…because 
it’s made a difference 
in mine.”
“The first time I came to the 
Aquarium was with my second  
grade class on a field trip, and I  
fell in love with marine life and  
could not stop talking about how  
I wanted to be a marine biologist 
when I grew up. It was almost 
surreal at times to be back in the 
exact same classroom, teaching a new 
generation of second graders in the 
same way I was taught. I really feel 
like I ’ve come full circle, and know 
that the work I was doing made a 
difference in those kids’ lives, because 
it’s made a difference in mine. I want 
to continue making that difference 
by teaching all the visitors at the 
Aquarium about how important the 
oceans are and what they can do to 
help protect and sustain marine life.”
—Laura S., high school volunteer 

and member of our Youth Ocean 

Advocate program
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#67
Increasing access—and wonder— 
for the deaf community
With your support, the Aquarium 
has hosted Deaf Community Day 
for the past several years, with 
ASL interpreters present at each 
of our daily scheduled talks and 
throughout the exhibit areas.  
Says ASL interpreter Miya 
Williams, “I love being a part  
of Deaf Community Day at the 
Aquarium. It’s a great opportunity 
to create an inclusive environment 
for the deaf community, and I  
also love bringing awareness  
of diversity to all of our Seattle 
Aquarium visitors.”

In July 2016, we expanded the 
concept to outreach with our first 
Deaf Community Beach Walk event. 

Seattle Aquarium beach 
naturalists and ASL interpreters 
were stationed on Alki Beach to 
help deaf beachgoers learn more 
about the nearshore environment 
and the myriad fascinating 
animals that make their homes 
there. Questions from participants 
led to lengthy explanations  
of everything from crab 
reproduction to the cloning ability  
of anemones. With help from you, 
we look forward to providing even 
more welcoming and inclusive 
experiences geared toward the 
needs of our various audiences.

“I leapt at the chance to take my three sons, all deaf, to Deaf Community Day. We had gone before to the Aquarium. This time was a unique experience for us, though. When we walked in, it was heartwarming to see flying hands here and there. Interpreters were easily spotted. It was with a good feeling that I knew that our communication access needs were being met. We also ran into a deaf worker, James. Another great way to be deaf-friendly, by hiring a deaf employee! James was knowledgeable and it was really cool to have direct communication with a worker in our natural language. If it wasn’t for James and the great staff and the interpreters that day, we would have walked out of the building with less of an experience.”
—Gabby, Deaf Community Day guest, online review at deaffriendly.com

#27
“We learn new things 
together and try to  
become part of the 
Aquarium.”
Each Monday and Wednesday 
morning, visitors entering Puget 
Sound Hall are greeted by 
volunteer Greg Woodcock and 
his coach, Brenda Vasser. Greg, 
who has cerebral palsy and an 
intellectual disability, has been 
an Aquarium volunteer for nearly 
seven years. Brenda, a job coach 
with Work Opportunities—a 
nonprofit that provides 
vocational services to persons 
with disabilities—offers 
guidance, assistance and 
encouragement. “Greg has 
blossomed,” says Brenda. “He’s 
much more willing to talk and 
answer questions as he hands 
out exhibit maps. Plus,” she 
adds, “His presence is 
encouraging to Aquarium guests 
with disabilities.” Volunteer 
Engagement Manager Katrina 
Bettis agrees, saying, “We want 
everyone who visits the 
Aquarium to see themselves 
reflected in someone they 
encounter while they’re here.” 
Stop by and say hello to Greg 
and Brenda during your next 
visit to the Aquarium!

To see a complete list of 2016 

Seattle Aquarium volunteers, visit 

SeattleAquarium.org/volunteer.
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#44
Experts convene to 
share knowledge about 
sea stars in crisis
In January, with your support, 
the Seattle Aquarium was able 
to convene a gathering of 
experts from around the country 
to discuss the latest findings 
about sea star wasting disease 
(SSWD). First observed in 
Washington waters in June of 
2013, SSWD has impacted 20 
sea star species along the west 
coast of North America. Called 
the largest wildlife die-off ever 
recorded, it has killed millions 
upon millions of sea stars. 

These animals are a keystone 
species, which means their 
presence and role within an 
ecosystem has a disproportionate 
effect on other species within 
the same ecosystem. Learning 
more about what is happening 
to West Coast sea stars—and 
why—is a route to a deeper 
understanding of threats to 
ocean health and, by extension, 
human health as well.

The Seattle Aquarium has been 
involved in the effort to make 
sense of SSWD from the start, 
collaborating with institutions 
including the Vancouver 
Aquarium, SeaDoc Society, 
Cornell University, USGS Wildlife 
Conservation Society and many 
others, to determine the cause 
of this unusual mortality event. 
Some questions about the 
disease have been answered but 
many others remain. Scientists 
and researchers at the invitation-
only summit shared their latest 
work in relation to those 
questions, and discussed future 
goals. Thank you for the 
commitment and involvement 
that allow your Aquarium to host 
important events like this one.

#91
Peer institution  
partnerships illuminate 
the wide world  
of marine science
Scientists, biologists and 
researchers from the University 
of Washington, NOAA, the 
Washington Department of  
Fish & Wildlife, The Nature 
Conservancy and more 
assembled at your Aquarium in 
November for Discover Science 
Weekend, an event that puts  
a spotlight on the exciting 
diversity of marine science 
research taking place in our 
community. Joined by Seattle 
Aquarium staff members, guest 
exhibitors hosted dozens of 
booths and shared their work 
with over 9,500 visitors.

#78
“I can’t think of  
anything more  
impactful than 850,000 
visitors per year.”
So says Sandra Carson,  
executive director of the  
Puget Sound Energy Foundation, 
which generously funded the 
employee desktop emergency 
guide and emergency  
preparedness training at the 
Aquarium in 2016. A major  
power outage in downtown  
Seattle and along the waterfront 
in June highlighted the need 
for a cohesive, comprehensive 
emergency and disaster plan  
to ensure the safety of  
Aquarium visitors, volunteers, 
staff and—of course—animals. 
The Puget Sound Energy  
Foundation stepped in with 
funding to adapt existing  
protocols and develop new  
ones where needed. “Helping  
to prepare our communities to 
be safe in the event of a disaster 
is our mission” says Sandra.  
“We want our investments  
to be impactful, and this was  
the perfect fit.”
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#33
Dream-come-true Night
Aiming to offer the wonders  
of the ocean to all, the Seattle 
Aquarium welcomes people with 
disabilities, injuries or chronic 
illnesses and their families to 
DreamNight, a free event held 
twice each year. In 2016, 870 
guests enjoyed special activities, 
games, animal feedings and 
exhibit interpretation while 
exploring the Aquarium at their 
own pace and in their own way. 

“I hesitantly signed up for  
DreamNight…our daughter with  
special needs is quite a challenge  
out and about, and we usually  
aren’t up to that challenge. But  
when we arrived, we immediately 
felt so embraced that my hesitations 
disappeared. We proceeded to have a 
magical evening together as a family.  
Thank you so, so much for hosting 
this special event. We will be back!”
—Kate Smith, parent and 
DreamNight attendee
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#20
“Amazing is the only 
way I could explain it.”
That’s the review from a student 
participant in Citizen Science, 
one of the many Aquarium 
outreach programs that exists 
with your support. This hands-on, 
inquiry-based marine science 
education program is designed 
to stimulate science inquiry in 
historically underrepresented 
high school students in the 
Puget Sound area. 

In 2016, the program completed 
its tenth year with approximately 
440 students and 14 teachers 
from 13 schools collecting 
nearshore monitoring datasets 
on 14 local beaches. These 
datasets are available to and 
used by governmental and 
environmental agencies 
including Washington State 
Parks and the City of Seattle. 
Said one teacher, “The program 
provides valuable real-world 
experience with science—there  
is no substitute for it that would 
be possible in the classroom.  
It definitely helped me achieve 
my goal of getting the students 
familiar with a real field study 
and how to conduct one.”

“Citizen Science allowed me to have my first experience 

with a formal research project in a real-world situation 
rather than a classroom lab. It increased my interest in 
pursuing a career in science because I like how we got to 

get outside to ‘work.’ I am more aware of my surroundings 

at the beach now; I learned that there are so many more 

organisms on the beach than I had previously thought, and 

I feel a more heightened desire to protect the environment 

in order to preserve these organisms. Sticking with the 
long-term project taught me to persevere and motivated 

me to pursue answers to my questions.”
—2016 Citizen Science student participant
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#76
“The Seattle Aquarium is the embodiment of  
the treasure that is Puget Sound.”
Those are the words of longtime 
Aquarium supporter Lesley 
Canfield, who served on our 
board for 10 years, held multiple 
leadership roles in the annual 
Splash! fundraiser—and who is still 
very actively involved despite 
relocating to her home state of 
California in 2014. “Even after 
moving two states away, my 
passion is still there,” she says. 
“Puget Sound is such an 

incredible and unique treasure; 
we need to preserve it for future 
generations. And marine 
conservation is being approached 
very strategically at the 
Aquarium.” She adds, “I feel it’s 
important to support the 
Aquarium no matter where you 
are. As it grows and expands, it 
becomes much more than a local 
resource…its impact and reach 
expand exponentially.”
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#37
“It was lit! Touching 
Mother Nature was 
lovely.”
That’s just one of the comments 
from youth participants at our 
annual Open House, an event 
welcoming families through 
partner organizations that work 
with immigrant and refugee 
populations in low-income 
Seattle-area communities.  
Open House celebrated its 
fourth year with 684 guests 
speaking 12 different languages, 
from 14 of the Aquarium’s  
289 partners. Along with your 
support, the event benefited 
from 35 community volunteers 
from eight organizations,  
20 Aquarium volunteers, 
materials in seven languages, 
and translators available for  
15 languages. Said Kay Nelson  
of InterIm CDA, an organization 
that advances social justice  
and equity for low-income, 
Asian, Pacific Islander, immigrant 
and refugee communities,  
“Our families and youth had  
a great time learning about 
marine animals, dissecting  
squid and feeding the sea 
urchins! We can’t wait for  
next year’s Open House.”
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#6
Homeless and at-risk 
youth discovering  
the wonders of the  
marine world
“Life on the streets can often be 
discouraging and monotonous, with 
multiple barriers—including lack  
of financial resources—that keep 
homeless young people from engaging 
in healthy, life-giving activities. With 
that in mind, we seek to provide 
opportunities for sober activities 
that remind youth that life is more 
than just surviving, and visits to 
the Aquarium have been one of the 
ways we are able to do that! It’s the 
first time visiting the Aquarium for 
many of the youth we serve, and it’s 
clear that they enjoy the experience, 
lingering at different exhibits to take 
in the beauty of the marine life and 
read about each species. We are so 
thankful to the Seattle Aquarium  
for partnering with us to provide 
fun, meaningful experiences for our 
young people.”
—Emily Bunch, life skills  
coordinator at Street Youth 
Ministries, a nonprofit that seeks 
to provide homeless and at-risk 
youth and young adults with  
life skills, resources and  
relationships that bring hope  
and healing to their lives  
and the community.

#49
Sharing knowledge and expertise for  
the benefit of marine animals everywhere
The Seattle Aquarium is proud to 
be an accredited member of the 
Association of Zoos & Aquariums 
(AZA), and grateful for the 
support that allows our staff 
members to hold more than a 
dozen leadership positions within 
that organization—including 
maintaining the North American 
studbooks for sea otters, tufted 
puffins, horned puffins and murres; 
serving on the accreditation 
commission and as a national 
accreditation inspector for zoos 
and aquariums around the 

country; and as the public 
engagement coordinator for 
AZA’s conservation plan for 
sharks and rays.

Holding such positions not  
only helps ensure the best 
possible care for the Aquarium’s 
animals, it also helps ensure  
the health and vitality of animals 
under human care at other  
AZA-accredited institutions,  
and increases knowledge about 
the needs of populations in the 
wild, as well. 
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#95
66,722 conservation 
conversations
With thanks to you, the award-
winning beach naturalist 
program celebrated its best year 
yet in 2016: 226 volunteer 
naturalists donated over 3,000 
hours of their time to facilitate 
66,722 conversations with 
beachgoers at 14 Seattle-area 
shorelines on 23 summer days 
during low tide. Says one 
volunteer, “It’s nice to be a part 
of an award-winning and long-
running program. I appreciate 
the Aquarium’s and other 
funders’ support, as the program 
is a true community service.”

Community Outreach 
Coordinator Janice Mathisen, 
who administered the program 
for 10 of its 16 years and retired 
at the end of 2016, culminated 
her Seattle Aquarium career by 
being named the “outstanding 
marine/aquatic educator (non-
classroom)” of the year by the 
Northwest Aquatic and Marine 
Educators Association, the 
regional chapter of the National 
Marine Educators Association.

“Each year I have experienced more families returning to the beach  enthusiastically practicing respectful beach etiquette and teaching it  respectfully to others...good modeling  of behavior change that we want  to see happening! It’s a joy to see pride in their beach with ownership  and proactive action...individual  responsibility for preservation  and protection!”
—Beach naturalist volunteer

“Thank you for having volunteers  out here to educate us and to help keep the wildlife safe.”
—From a beach naturalist  
comment card, summer 2016

“As a single mother, I am very  

grateful for your free opportunities
 

that are educational. This is a great 

resource to the community!”

—From a beach naturalist  

comment card, summer 2016
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#13
Youth volunteers expand impact to inland  
marine conservation efforts
The Aquarium’s donation-based 
face-painting station, operated  
by teen volunteers, is a big hit 
with young kids. And in 2016,  
it was also a hit with a couple  
of faraway marine conservation 
organizations. 

While some of the donations fund 
youth volunteer experiences—
such as a field research trip to 
Friday Harbor—the majority of 
them are compiled into a grant 
fund overseen by the Aquarium’s 
Youth Ocean Advocates 
philanthropy team. Members 
design their own grants, review 
applications and, ultimately,  
select recipients for funding.

In 2016, the team decided to focus 
on marine conservation efforts in 
inland areas and, after careful 
review, awarded two grants of 

$2,500 each to the Ocean First 
Institute of Boulder, CO, and the 
Reef Keeper Project of Belize. 
“Here in the Puget Sound area, 
the marine environment is 
everywhere,” explained youth 
volunteer Rebecca Drouin. “We 
wanted to support efforts that 
teach people they can make a 
difference for the ocean even 
though it’s not close by.”



Dr. Jeffrey R. CordellPeter Seligmann
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#47
Honoring achievement in  
marine conservation beyond our walls
Each year, your Aquarium 
celebrates the work of 
outstanding individuals on  
behalf of the health of Puget 
Sound and our one world ocean 
by bestowing two prestigious 
awards at the Chairman’s Dinner. 
The 2016 Seattle Aquarium  
medal, presented to an individual 
whose leadership and lifetime 
accomplishments reflect the 
mission of the Seattle Aquarium, 
was awarded to Conservation 
International Chairman, CEO  
and Co-Founder Peter Seligmann. 
A passionate, influential advocate 
who has provided a lifetime of 
leadership on issues related to 
global health, he is also a dynamic 
communicator and thought leader, 
and has been an influential and 
inspiring voice in conservation  
for nearly 40 years. 

The 2016 Seattle Aquarium 
Conservation Research Award, 
which honors individuals 
performing leadership research  
in the field, was presented to  
the University of Washington’s 
Aquatic and Fishery Sciences 
Principal Research Scientist  
Dr. Jeffrey R. Cordell. Dr. Cordell 
has been a research scientist at 
the UW School of Aquatic and 
Fisheries Sciences since 1977.  
His research mainly focuses on 
understanding how juvenile 
salmon and the invertebrates they 
feed on are affected by human 
development and how degraded 
nearshore habitats can be 
improved. His current work is 
focused on salmon habitat along 
Seattle’s central waterfront and has 
been a key element of the ongoing 
seawall replacement project.
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#24
13 presentations, five 
conferences, six states, 
three countries
Partnership, collaboration and 
sharing knowledge are critical to 
the success of efforts to address 
an issue as large and complex as 
ocean health. With your support, 
Education & Conservation 
Director Jim Wharton was not 
only able to make presentations 
and participate in the forums 
described above—he was also  
an invited speaker at the Global 
Ocean Science Education 
Workshop, addressing the topic 
of “Influence of Informal Science 
Education on Policy;” the 
National Marine Educators 
Association’s annual conference 
in Orlando, leading a keynote 
presentation on sharks and their 
conservation; and the first 
Aquarium Plastic Pollution 
Symposium, leading a panel  
of ocean plastics experts on  
the topic of “Moving Toward 
Solutions.”



MOMENTS:  BY THE NUMBERSWOW

#1
YOU
Without you, there 
would be no “wow(w) 
moments” and no 
Seattle Aquarium as 
we know and love it. 
Thank you always for 
your commitment  
and support.

#97
848,462 
guests  
welcomed  
to your 
Seattle 
Aquarium

#15
We love our  
volunteers!
In 2016, a total of 
1,235 volunteers 
donated a record 
97,812 hours of 
service to the 
Seattle Aquarium. 
That’s the 
equivalent of 47 
full-time staff and 
is valued at $2.3 
million.

#77
Nearly 
40,000  
students 
and  
chaperones
from 542 schools 

in 108 districts 
visited your 
Aquarium in 2016.

#81
Cedar River 
Salmon 
Journey
117 volunteer 
naturalists spoke 
with more than 
11,604 visitors 
about salmon, 
watershed health 
and the things we 
can all do to help 
salmon and their 
habitat at four 
sites on the  
Cedar River.

#35
58 applications for 
the Aquarium’s 
college internship 
program received 
and reviewed; 
eight interns 
placed.

#39
Reef fish 
surveys
Completed year 
eight of our 
surveys in Hawaii 
and year 12 of  
our surveys in 
Washington. 

#5
Over 1,800
Supporters who 
joined us at 
fundraising and 
thank you events 
in 2016, furthering 
the Aquarium’s 
mission of 
Inspiring 
Conservation of 
Our Marine 
Environment.#46

10% 
Approximate 
yearly growth  
in wild sea otter 
population since 
the Seattle 
Aquarium started 
participating in 
the annual  
census in 2001.

#62
Year 16 
of marine 
summer 
camp
Featuring 18 
themed sessions 
over 10 weeks, 
with 305 youth 
participants and 
10 scholarships 
awarded.



MOMENTS:  BY THE NUMBERS

#29
2,000 
children 
and 2,057 
adults 
attended 
Toddler 
Time
This free, 
educational 
program is 
proudly supported 
by the T. Rowe 
Price College 
Savings Plan

#17
160 outreach 
programs, 
reaching 4,093 
participants 
delivered to 
audiences outside 
the Seattle 
Aquarium— 
one-third of  
them involving 
scholarships.

#38
Salmon 
Homecom-
ing School 
Days
656 students and 
144 chaperones 
from 12 schools, 
four of them 
tribal, enjoyed 
Native American 
cultural 
presentations, 
visited the 
Aquarium and 
interacted with 
environmental 
exhibit booths 
from 11 
organizations  
over two days. 

#99
20 marine 
policy  
letters  
submitted
by your Aquarium 
on a variety of 
topics including 
ocean plastics 
pollution, marine 
protected areas, 
rockfish and 
endangered 
species trafficking.

#23
28,536 hours of 
service provided 
by 256 members  
of our Youth 
Ocean Advocates 
volunteer 
program.

#90
3,023 
interpretive 
talks and 
1,560 diver 
shows
Providing 
inspiration to 
hundreds of 
thousands of 
visitors to your 
Seattle Aquarium.

#12
$2,124,000
in gifts,  
grants and 
sponsorships—
THANK YOU!

#70
20 partner 
collaborations 
with one or more 
of our 22 Marine 
Conservation 
Network 
members; also 
added the Orca 
Salmon Alliance. 
Hosted our second 
gubernatorial 
forum on Salish 
Sea conservation 
issues with Bill 
Bryant in June  
and Governor Jay 
Inslee in October.

#30
6,000,000
Number of Seattle 
Times readers 
who learned 
about the 
Aquarium’s work 
to rehabilitate 
Rialto the 
stranded sea otter 
pup in the printed 
newspaper and 
via viral social 
media. 

#80
Evening 
events = 
new  
audiences  
for our  
mission
26,072 guests 
experienced your 
Aquarium at 100 
different evening 
events in 2016.

#64
47,684 free 
Aquarium 
tickets
distributed to 289 
partner agencies 
serving low-
income families, 
communities of 
color, immigrant 
and refugee 
communities, 
people with 
disabilities, the 
deaf community, 
people who are 
blind, families or 
individuals 
experiencing 
homelessness, 
and others.
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Balance sheet ($s in ‘000s) 2016

Assets
 Cash and investments $3,732

 Receivables and other 1,227

 Long-term receivables 30

 Property plant & equipment, net 3,773

Total assets $8,762

Liabilities and net assets
 Payables and other $1,669

Total liabilities $1,669

 Unrestricted net assets 4,150

 Temporarily restricted net assets 2,943

Total net assets $7,093

Total liabilities and net assets $8,762

Revenues and expenses ($s in ‘000s) 2016

Unrestricted operating revenues
 Admissions $11,704 

 Membership 1,266 

 Concessions 1,277

 Contributions & grants 595 

 Metropolitan Parks District funding 1,080 

 Special events (at net) 794 
 Miscellaneous 200 
 Restricted net assets released from restrictions 934

Total unrestricted operating revenues $17,850 

Expenses
 Program expenses $13,056

 Management and general 2,442

 Fundraising 1,324

Total expenses $16,822 

Change in unrestricted net assets $1,028

Restricted activity  
 Temporarily restricted revenue $460 

 Restricted net assets released from restrictions (934

Change in restricted net assets $(474

Total change in net assets $554

Net assets, beginning of year $6,539 

Net assets, end of year $7,093 

The statements shown above are condensed versions of our audited financial statements  
and do not include footnote disclosures. A copy of our audit report containing financial 
statements and accompanying footnotes is available upon request.

Please contact Rick Johnson at (206)386-4300 or r.johnson@seattleaquarium.org  
to obtain a copy.

Seatt le  Aquarium annual  report

REVENUES

EXPENSES

ATTENDANCE

Admissions 68%

Programs* 78%

*Education, conservation and animal care

Administration 14% Fundraising 8%

Membership 7%

Concessions 7%

Contributions, grants and 
special events (at net) 11%

Miscellaneous 1%

Metropolitan Parks District funding 6%

)

)
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2016 fundrais ing  events
Thank you for supporting your Seattle Aquarium!

Splash!
Friends of the Aquarium and community leaders joined us 
in June for our 25th annual Splash! gala. One of the night’s 
many highlights was the remarks from our Youth Ocean 
Advocate speaker, Vivien Zoller, who said, “This experience 
has taught me that we are part of an international community 
coming together to save the ocean we share.” A very  
special thanks to Honorary Chairs Craig and Lisa Schafer, 
who provided incredible leadership, and to Jeff and Alicia 
Carnevali and Ram Mount Partners for their generous 
support. Together with the amazing support of you, our 
donors, we raised over $1,140,000 and we thank you!

TITLE SPONSORS
Alaska Airlines 
The Boeing Company

Snoqualmie Indian Tribe 

GOLD SPONSORS 
D.A. Davidson 

Sound Community Bank

Union Bank

SILVER SPONSORS
Amazon 

Beacon Capital 

Delta Dental of Washington

Holland America Line

Lexus of Bellevue 

Martin Smith Inc. and  

Piers 55 & 56 LLC

Seattle Aquarium  

Expansion Design Team

Seattle Marriott Waterfront  

Sodexo Leisure Services 

BRONZE SPONSORS
Accenture

Anchor QEA

Avanade

Cushman & Wakefield | 

Commerce 

K&L Gates LLP

KPMG 

Lease Crutcher Lewis

MacDonald-Miller Facility  

Solutions, Inc.

Mithun 

Pedersen’s Event Rentals 

Puget Sound Energy

Riddell Williams

Seattle Mariners 

Seattle Seahawks

Skanska 

Space Needle, LLC

Turner Construction  

Washington Trust Bank

Wells Fargo 

TABLE HOSTS
W. Bruce & Joanne Jones

Aaron & Stephanie  

Kornblum

Mark & Kimberly Kramer

Melissa Mager &  

Richard Butler

Lisa & Craig Schafer

Bill & Sue Vititoe

Robert Wood &  

Carrie Swint Wood

SeaChange
We are so grateful to those of  
you among the over 300 guests 
who joined the Seattle Aquarium  
board of directors and event 
chair Stephanie Kornblum at our 
SeaChange fundraising breakfast in 
October. Dr. Elliott Norse—author, 
scientist, teacher, advocate, global 
thinker and founder of the Marine 
Conservation Institute—shared his 
passion about working to save the 
biological diversity of our planet. 
“I want people to understand that 
Earth’s biggest life support system, 
our ocean, is in trouble,” he said. 
“And if it goes, it takes us with it. 
It’s the battle of all battles, and one 
we’ve got to win.” Inspired by his 
message, together you helped raise 
over $120,000 in support of the  
Seattle Aquarium’s conservation  
and research efforts.

PRESENTING SPONSOR
Amazon

Holland America Line

SUPPORTING SPONSOR
LMN Architects/Mithun

TABLE SPONSORS
Beneficial State Bank
K&L Gates LLP
Laird Norton Wealth Management
MacDonald-Miller Facilities  

Solutions, Inc.
PCL Construction Services, Inc.

Vulcan Inc. 

TABLE HOSTS
Stephanie Kornblum
Mark Kramer
Stren Lea
Lease Crutcher Lewis
Miller Nash Graham & Dunn LLP/

Perkins Coie LLP
PAE Engineers
Casey Schuchart
Seattle Mariners
Susan Wilson Tabor

Elizabeth Wallwork

Adult Swim
Our auxiliary board completed  
another successful year of  
stewardship as they hosted the 
second annual Adult Swim event. 
Chaired by Deb Kay and Thomas 
Raaf with the leadership committee 
of Andrew Bleiman, Duncan  
Butcher, Harpur Davidson, Stren  
Lea and Emily Power, Adult Swim 
introduces a new audience of more 
than 300 young professionals to  
the Aquarium and our mission.  
This exciting night of cocktails,  
hors d’oeuvres, dancing, special  
animal encounters and a silent  
auction raised nearly $50,000.

SPONSORS
Deloitte Tax

The Guidon Family

JLL

Karr Consulting

POP

Zonar Systems

ZooBorns
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$25,000+ 
Anonymous (2)

Alaska Airlines

The Boeing Company

T. Bradford &  
Lesley Canfield

Jeff & Alicia Carnevali plus 
RAM Mount Partners

John C. & Karyl K. Hughes 
Foundation

King County Flood Control 
District

Mary Kay McCaw

Keith & Mary Kay McCaw 
Family Foundation

National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric 
Administration

Lisa & Craig Schafer

Snoqualmie Indian Tribe

Turner Construction 
Company

Union Bank

WWW Foundation

$10,000–$24,999
Anonymous

Amazon

Alan Battersby &  
Lisena Quintiliani

Beacon Capital

Charlie & Courtni Billow

Honorable Order of Blue 
Goose, International, 
Seattle Pond

Lee & Bohn Crain

D.A. Davidson

John Deininger &  
Carol-Ann O’Mack

Delta Dental of Washington

EHDD

Event Network

Kathryn Alvord Gerlich

Robert & Allison Grayson

Pamela Hinckley &  
Michael Teer

Holland America Line

Horizons Foundation

Craig & Donna Kinzer

Aaron & Stephanie 
Kornblum

Lexus of Bellevue

MacDonald-Miller Facility 
Solutions, Inc.

Martin Smith Inc

Microsoft Corporation

Microsoft Matching  
Gifts Program

Mithun

The Norcliffe Foundation

Victor & Mary Odermat

Ned & Susan Palmer

Rick Peterson

Charles & Yvonne Pigott

Robert Power &  
Michelle Raymond

Puget Sound Energy 
Foundation

Mr.* & Mrs. Douglas 
Scheumann

Seattle Mariners

Seattle Marriott Waterfront

Martin Selig

Gary & Ann Smith

Sodexo Leisure Services

Sound Community Bank

Laurie Stewart

TEW Foundation

Wells Fargo

Wiancko Charitable 
Foundation

$5,000–$9,999
Anonymous (3)

Accenture

Anchor QEA

Avanade

Kristine & Stan Baty

Gini & Harrell Beck

Timothy & Wendy Besse

Bloomberg LP

Mike & Susan Booth

Peter & Sandy Brust

Chihuly Studio

Coastal Bend Community 
Foundation

Cushman & Wakefield 
Commerce

Craig Davison &  
Glenn Maarse

Jim & Jan Dwyer

Mike & Peggie Evans

Bob & Shirley Ferguson

Foley/Frischkorn Wildlife 
and Conservation Fund

Dennis Forsyth &  
Elaine Spencer

Dave & Deborah Grant

Jim & Christina Gurke

Marcia & James Hadley

Honeywell

Hugh & Jane Ferguson 
Foundation

Linda & Ted Johnson

Lois Johnson

W. Bruce & Joanne Jones

K&L Gates LLP

Daniel & Corrie Kahn

Chris & Ingrid Killian

KPMG

Dave & Meg Krah

Mark & Kimberly Kramer

Lease Crutcher Lewis

Alan & Kimberley Lippman

LMN Architects

Mannix Canby Foundation

Beth McCaw &  
Yahn Bernier

McKinstry Co.

Sandra Moss

Muckleshoot Indian Tribe

Nordstrom

Craig & Deanna Norsen

2016 donors
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Osberg Family Trust

Pedersen’s Event Rentals

The Peg & Rick Young 
Foundation

PSAV

Puget Sound Energy

The Reed Foundation

Riddell Williams

Brady Robb

Rob & Angela Rosen

Ron & Susan Runyon

Seattle Seahawks

Skanska 

Ryan Smith

Space Needle, LLC

Kevin Steiner &  
Tina Scoccolo

T. Rowe Price  
Associates, Inc.

Mark & Linda Wachter

Washington Trust Bank

George & Colleen 
Willoughby

Katie Wood

H.S. Wright III &  
Kate Janeway

$2,500–$4,999
Anonymous

Tom Alberg & Judi Beck

Auburn Mechanical

Itamar Bar Zakay &  
Jake Singer

Barclay Dean Architectural 
Products, LLC

Beneficial State Bank

Bradley & Carla Berg

Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation

Byron & Sheila Bishop

Andrew Bleiman

CalPortland Company

Adam & Samantha 
Chapman

Cary & Kevin Clark

Clark Nuber

Cochran Electric

Ken & Amy Collins

Robert & Molly Davidson

Julia de Haan

Charley Dickey &  
Sheila Wyckoff-Dickey

Patti & Don Dill

Bob & Lisa Donegan

Terry & Linda Finn

Jan Forbes Bender  
& Robert Bender

Al & Pat Friedrich

Susan Gates & Jack Paauw

Ronald & Christina Gehrke

GL Systems

Goldfinch Bros., Inc.

Gordon Brown  
Associates, Inc.

Lisa & Jeff Gorski

Ronald Gregush &  
Erica Brandling-Bennett

The Guidon Family

Jan Hendrickson &  
Chuck Leighton

Brian & Rita Henry

Hermanson Company LLP

Holaday-Parks, Inc.

Gene & Heather Hsu

Juniper Foundation

James & Leslie Kerr

Laird Norton Wealth 
Management

Stren & Carina Lea

LMN Architects

Long Painting Company

Lisa & Ron Luther

Melissa Mager &  
Richard Butler

Todd & Karissa Marker

Patrick & Lisa McCabe

Midmountain Contractors, 
Inc.

Cavan & Lauren O’Keefe

Pacific Office Automation

PCL Construction

Emily Power

Prime

Michael & Geannine 
Purpura

The Rodman Foundation

Stuart & Lee Rolfe

Richard A. Saada

SASCO

Marsha Savery &  
Greg Poitevin

Casey & Allison Schuchart

Sequoyah Electric

Nancy Lee Smith

H. Martin & Patricia Smith

Susan Wilson Tabor

Randy & Ellen Tinseth

Titan Electric, Inc.

Frederick & Susan Titcomb

Jerry Tone &  
Martha Wyckoff

David & Chris Towne

United Way of King County

Vanguard Charitable 
Endowment Program

Bill & Sue Vititoe

Vulcan Inc.

Walker Family Foundation

Walters & Wolf Curtain 
Wall

Western Partitions, Inc.

Robert Wood &  
Carrie Swint Wood

Susie Wyckoff

$1,000–$2,499
Anonymous

Doug Alder &  
Eric Middleton

Chap & Eve Alvord

Benjamin & Werona 
Armstrong

Ayco Charitable 
Foundation

Danny Bain &  
Gundula Proksch
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Stephen & Harriet* Davis 
Fund and Bainbridge 
Community Foundation

Sean & Lori Barnes

Robyn Baron &  
Lesley Baron

Mary L. Bass

Glen & Susan Beebe

Carl & Renee Behnke

Ben & Alexa Betz

John & Anna Blackman

Kevin & Katy Blair

Sara & Deborah Boettiger

Steve Boyd &  
Sheryl Harmer

John Braden &  
Kristin Johnsen

Gregory & Erika Brown

Ilya Bukshteyn &  
Meredith Atkins

Duncan & Nandi Butcher

R. Michael Crill &  
Catherine Nobis

Joshua & Kris Curtis

Robb Dale

Joth Davis

Deloitte & Touche LLP

Brendan & Victoria 
Duncombe

William & Brooke Einstein

James & Cathy England

Janet & Pradeep Fernandes

Fidelity Investments

Fiduciary Trust Company

Robert & Lucie Fjeldstad

Curtis & Laura Fowler

Jami & Mark Fox

Fremont Dock Company

Chris Garvin

Matthew & Glenda Gertz

David & Lisa Goldberg

Goldman Sachs

Rod & Renee Gowdy

Lisa Graumlich &  
Linda Simonsen

Seanna Gray

Bill Greger &  
Frances Nichols

Philip Guess & Alice Ikeda

Matthew & Leslie Handley

Scott & Bonnie Harrison

Steve & Michelle Heck

Harold & Mary Frances Hill

The Hoffmann Family

Mark Hoge & Kathy Hale

Neal & Danielle Holland

Wayne Holt &  
Phyllis Kaiden

Ken & Tova Hornung

Peter Hummel &  
Ann Hummel

JLL

Mike & Diane Johansson

Gene & Patty Johnson

Rosette Jolis

Wendy Jones &  
Bill Solomon

Jones Family Foundation

Thomas & Margaret Kahan

Daniel & Brooke Karr

Karr Consulting PLLC

Deborah Kay &  
Chris Murphy

Scott Kelly

Sandra Kirsopp

Mary Knell

Karen Koon &  
Brad Edwards

James Kraft

Katherine Krogslund

Stuart & Liz Kwan

John & Kristin Latousek

Nikki Lee

Erin & Tyler Letey

Littlefield Farm

Thi Luu & Mike Freno

David Magee

Leslie Magid Higgins & 
Pete Higgins

Kathy Mangrubang &  
Joan Burnette

Kevin & Sarah McCain

J Terry & Kathleen 
McLaughlin

John & Kristin Merlo

David & Laura Midgley

Sam Miller

Michael & Katherine 
Morrison

David Munko

Douglas Murdock & 
Elizabeth Rappaport

Bruce & Jeannie Nordstrom

Blake & Molly Nordstrom

Norman Raab Foundation

Michael & Shoshanna 
Osterfeld

PAE Engineers

Yuri Parfenov &  
Yulia Poltorak

Perkins Coie LLP

Louis & Mary Peterson

Richard & Margy Peterson

POP

Thomas & Annelise Raaf

Jave & Varonica Ragan

Nathan Rauschenberg & 
Kelsey Hinrichs

Peggy Reddy

Jacqueline Roberts &  
John Gossman

Terry & Emily Roche

Chris Rogers

Peter & Julie Rose

Brad & Jillian Rutherford

John Sanders &  
Alison Meaney

Mark Schleck &  
Mary Delorme

Gordon & Beth Schryer

Seitel Systems

Jan & Rob Sexton

SGS Glass Co., Inc.

Ron and Barb Sim
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Christian Sinderman & 
Paige Eagle

Gary Smith &  
Karen Ekblad Smith

Sarah Soutter

Linda & Frank Springmann

Eric & Samantha 
Steinwinder

Marc Stolzman &  
Jeanne Beauregard

Dean & Audrey Stupke

Eric & Christine Thuesen

Tides Foundation

Elise Tinseth

Michael Trzupek &  
Tricia Cecil

Pascal Van Dooren & 
Stacey Adams

Peter & Shannon  
van Oppen

Dale VanDerschelden & 
Diana Jutte

Verizon Foundation

Brian & Susie Vowinkel

William & Connie 
Waddington

Robin & Elizabeth Wallwork

John & Marilyn Warner

Alex & Erika Washburn

Washington Women’s 
Foundation

David & Sally Watkins

Mark Weakland &  
Elizabeth Good

Andy & Carla Wigen

Bruce & Marcia Williams

Paula Williams

Sally & David Wright

Wyman Youth Trust

Zonar Systems

$500–$999
Anonymous (2)

Kazim & Preetha Ali

Theo & Kim Angelis

Michael & Jennifer Astion

Carter & Lynne Bannerman

Brian Bass & Kristan Lajoie

William & Allison Bass

Peter & Margaret Bentley

Josh Brandt

Catherine Clark

Rex & JoAnn Clark

Steve & Karen Condon

Stephan Coonrod &  
Cheryl Clark

Franklin & Lesley Cordell

Ann Costanza

Gabriella Crooks &  
John Clarke

William & Kelly Crow

Brent & Leslie Curran

Harpur Davidson

Mark & Louisa Davis

Paul & Angie Del Rosario

Robert Dilworth &  
Maria Alberto

Emily Dingwell

Daniel & Shannon Dodson

Heather Downey &  
Linda Balabuch

David & Michelle Dumler

Joanne Dunham

Kati Dunn

Chris & Elisabeth Engstrom

Mike & Marty Flood

Dana Frank

Mahmood Ghassemi

Goldman Sachs 
Philanthropy Fund

Slade Gorton

Cindy Gossett &  
Derek Storm

Sanja Gould &  
Connan Gaboriault

Brian & Carol Gregory

Kurt & Alison Grevstad

Denise & James Griffing

Mark Hamburg &  
Michelle Irwin

Derek & Ashley Hermsen

Mark & Joni Herwick

J. Brian Hill

Sean & Chrissy Hilt

Janice Holsbo &  
Susan Minshull

Jim Hutsinpiller

Barrett Johnston

Eric Jolley & Ann Gygi

Jeremy Jones

The K Foundation

James & Julie Keller

Sean & Helen Kelly

Kristin Kildall &  
Gary Thomson

Bracken & Kate Killpack

King County

James & Aimee Kinney

W. Kleinenbroich

B.J. Last & Julia Buck

Norman & Paula Lau

Daniel C. Lee

Benjamin & Jennifer Linder

Marc L’Italien

Greg & Meridith Luethe

Rose & James Magee

Jamison & Shannon Marra

Janice Mathisen &  
Sarah Mathisen

Doug McCall

Jon & Melissa McClintock

Ed & Ann McGovern

Thatcher Milholland

Miller Nash Graham & Dunn

Douglas Miller &  
Karin Fletcher

Maggie Milles

Michael & Kristina Moran

J Shan Mullin

Allison Murphy

John & Laurel Nesholm

Norberg Family Foundation

Michael & Dana Northcott

Joy Okazaki & Mike Johnson
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Tom O’Keefe

Regina & Tom Olsson

John & Molly Otter

Sean Overland &  
Rebecca Bliquez

Kelsey Petty

Doug & Maddie Pierson

Christopher & Kacey 
Pohlad

Caitlin Rawlins

Jeff & Susan Renner

Sophie & Joe Riley

Stanley Robinson & 
Rebekka Fluke

Nicole Sanchez

Jon & Kim Saviet

Lee & Kathy Schahrer

Morton & Kiku Schmorleitz

George & Laurie Schuchart

Schwab Charitable Fund

Phillip Scripa

Matthew & Jaimie Shea

Bernard & Susan 
Silbernagel

Veronica Smolen

David & Naomi Spinak

John & Cristie Stapp

State of Washington 
Combined Fund Drive

Nicholas & Stefanie Stevens

Walt & Nora Tabler

Philip Takeuchi

Keith & Charlene Taylor

Jay & Dena Taylor

Carolyn Terry &  
Laura Silverstein

David Thompson &  
Judith Jesiolowski

Katie & Colin Trimpe

Zachary &  
Terra Vall-Spinosa

Kristen & John Van Hersett

Victor B. Scheffer 
Foundation

Nikolai & Jeanny 
Vinogradov

Warner Wick  
Charitable Fund

Rachael Weakland &  
Scott Birkhead

Marjorie Widmeyer & 
Robert Webb

Peter & Stephanie Wieland

Aaron Williams

Jim & Cherie Williams

William & Suzanne 
Wittmann

Conrad Wouters &  
Glenna Olson

Ann P. Wyckoff

Russell Young

$300–$499
Anonymous

Berhe Abrha

Sean & Susan Adelman

Ruben Alanis

Luke & Brooke Alles

Kelly & Larry Almeleh

L.A. David Andrew IV &  
Tiki Naccarato

David & Jilian Angiulo

David & Karen Aoymama

Randy & Patricia Austin

Pamela Baade

Michael & Kathlyn Bardaro

Angie Battazzo

Michelle Be Roth

David & Hilary Benson

Lance & Moria Blair

Michael & Sarah Blake

Linda Bonica

Terri Bowers

Paul & Kate Bradley

Herbert Bridge &  
Edie Hilliard

Lance Brough

John Bruns &  
Carrie Zuther-Bruns

Steve & Lori Buchsbaum

Susan Bullerdick

Scott Burkland

Lisa Catalano

Eric & Meg Clopper

Michael & Amber Coffey

Brendan & Jodi Connolly

John & Emily Crandall

John & Amy Crichton

Josh & Joscelyn Decker

Jason Dennett &  
Mary Wemple

Robert DeWeese &  
Abbey Pearl

Dan Dillinger

Heather Dixon

Tom Doig

Bridget Dolan

John & Dawn Dorsett

Jeff & Anika Dubois

Paul & Robin Dye

Evan Eccker

David & Amy Efroymson

Peter Ehrenkranz &  
Callista Chen

Employees Charity 
Organization of 
Northrop Grumman

Kate Felton

Dodie Fisher

Rich & Jan Formisano

Marshall Foster

Richard Franko & 
Stephanie Bower

Robert & Janice Gerth

Kent Gibson

Linda Goldsworthy &  
John Zehren

Lesley Graham

Alejandro Grajal

Duncan Haas &  
Birgit Walbaum

Christine Hansen

Elizabeth Harney

Ashley Harper &  
David Matthews

Greg & Kristin Hart
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Cleita Harvey

Steve & Jessica Hasen

Jason Hedlund

Sara S. Hemphill

Rmeca Hinton

Johnna Hobgood

Scott & Debbie Holbrook

Christian Holtz

Carol Sue Ivory-Carline & 
Jan Carline

Deborah Jensen &  
Steven Malloch

Miles & Cynthia Johnson

Adam Kennedy &  
Rachael Ludwiek

King County Combined 
Federal Campaign

Ian & Aylin Klein

The Kunis Foundation

John & Lisa Lackland

Michael & Diane Laucius

Minette Layne

Teresa Lee

Kiuk Lee

Eric Lemar & Lisa Nguyen

Greg & Corina Linden

C Locke

Brock & Karin Loen

Harold Love &  
Diana Burton

Philip & Maureen Lucido

Tiernan Madorno

Rolando & Rose Martin

Jarrod Matthews

Mindy McCabe

The McLean Family

Nate & Jannine Merkt

Christopher & Rachel Miller

Wady Milner &  
Matt Roberts

Allan Montpellier

Min Moon

Anji Moraes

Kimberly Morrill

Ward Morrison

Taylor Moyer

Gregory Noel &  
Heather Spence

Oscar Oliveira

Ted Otness

Jack Parker

Robert & Annette Parks

Matthew & Julia Pearson

Jessica Peet &  
Andy Musson

Andrew & Dawn Pemble

Josh & Annie Penfield

Daniel Petzoldt

Ryan & Terumi Pong

John Pritchard

Dana & Nancy Quitslund

Steve Reidy

Katherine Robertson

Andrew Rockwell

Grace & Heather Ross

Jeffrey Rubel

William & Colleen Rucker

Sophey Sadler

Billy & Megan Sanchez

Michael & Christi Sanders

Ivan & Jacqueline Seda

KC Shaffer

Doug Sharp &  
Carolyn Rutter

Bill & Lisa Sharp

Theodore & Jennifer 
Sheffield

Shauna Shipp-Martinez

Lisa Shroyer &  
Chris Shroyer

Sherri Smith &  
Ryan Dotson

Lynmarie Souma

Marilyn Spring

Starbucks Coffee Company

Eugene & Jean Stark

Tina Stotz

Bryan & Alexandra 
Strickland

Daniel & Donna Strohl

Ben Studebaker

Derek Sutta

Roy Szeto

Peter Talevich

Margaret Taylor &  
Robert Elliott

Brandon Tejera

Tony & Kelsey Toppenberg

Daniel Vandervelde & 
Hannah Deberg

Leslie Wagner &  
Edwin Curtis

Scott & Maria Wallace

Yugang Wang

James & Jill Waskom

Kim Williams &  
Cindy Baker-Williams

Trevor Wilson

Hengqi Zheng &  
Michael Santiago

*deceased



34    •   S e a t t l e  A q u a r i u m  2 0 1 6

Malia Adams
Brianne Ankenman
Ann Atwood
Laura Austin
Melani Baker
Ethan Barr
Lexie Baslington
Sam Beaulieu
Cheryl Becker
Traci Belting
Justine Berk
Latoya Berry
Katrina Bettis
Becky Bingham
Jesse Blake
Zoey Black
Colleen Boyce
Jerrard Braun
Roberta Brooks
Taylor Brooks
Erika Brown
Rachel Brown
Susan Bullerdick
Kate Burnley
Mariko Bushcamp
Stephanie Butler
Ransom Cadorette
Elizabeth Canade
Diana Cardiff
Brooke Carlisle
Julie Carpenter
Tim Carpenter
William Carroll
Danielle Carter

C.J. Casson
Jeff Christiansen
Tashika Cormier
Rebekah Crowley
Lyra Dalton
Bob Davidson
Jasmine Davis
Ryan Dean
Sharon Dean
Angie Deccio
Lisa Dempewolf
Andrea DosSantos
Sara Dunleavy
Heidi Ebel
Claire Eisenfeld
Tiffany Fergus
Logan Fink
Bob Fitzgerald
Mike Fong
Adrienne Fox
Catie Fyfe
Cari Garand
Olivia Gelow
Renee Gervais
Dave Glenn
Kim Gonzalez
Sara Gottleib
Ben Gowing
Michelle Graf
Amy Green
Denise Griffing
Jamie Gunn
Alex Gustafson
Holly Haley

Margaret  
Hanzlick-Burton

Katie Hart
Caroline  

Hempstead
April Henderson
Lindsay Holladay
Joel Hollander
Katie Holmes
Nancy Hopkins
Charles Hopper
Phil Huebschen
Regina Huey  

Olsson
Nicole Ivey
Carol Jackson
Jeremy January
Ross Johnson
Shelley Johnson
Kathryn Kegel
Dani Kendall
Kathayoon Khalil
Bob Kiel
Nicole Killebrew
Rob Kirkelie
Tim Kuniholm
Taylor LaFortune
Lesanna Lahner
Pam Lamon
Amelia Langi
Darcie Larson
Shawn Larson
Kelli Lee
Jan Likit

Steve Lock
Za Martin
Megan Martzall
Janice Mathisen
Anna McAllister
Rich McJimpson
Michaela McMullen
Bryan McNeil
Mike Merillat
Jannine Merkt
Jean Mernaugh
Trevor Miftahittin
Lori Montoya
Marty Morris
Dave Muzia
Dan Newburn
Tom Nguyen
Barbara Owens
Sara Perry
Charlie Phillips
Mark Plunkett
Reena Riojas
Martin Rothwell
Chris Russell
Brad Rutherford
Marsha Savery
Cynthia Setiawan
Becky Shelton
Andy Sim
Angela Smith
Sherri Smith
Veronica Smolen
Charlotte Spang
Sue Spang

Kara Spoelstra
Shannon  

Sprayberry
Shannon Steele
Theron Stevenson
Mike Strassburger
Vicky Swalley
Galit Swissa
Alex Tanz
Neng Thao
Aubrey Theiss
Kim Thomas
Alan Tomita
Margaret Toomey
April Troka
Ari Troka
Melody Upton
Chris Van Damme
Paulien Verschuyl
Alfredo Verzosa
Charlie Vogelheim
Kathy Walker
Elizabeth Wallwork
Rachael Weakland
Marika Wegerbauer
Jim Wharton
Jen Whitsett
Megan Williams
Sam Wojcik
Vanessa Woo
Kaela Wuesthoff
Steve Yong
Amy Zolton

Staf f
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Board o f  d irectors   As of December 31, 2016

Officers
†Bob C. Donegan, 
Chair

†Randy J. Tinseth, 
Immediate past chair

†Neal Holland, 
Treasurer

†Erin J. Letey, 
Secretary

‡Robert W. Davidson, 
President & CEO

Directors
Jesús Aguirre
‡William C. Arntz 
Kevin L. Blair
Andrew Bleiman
‡John R. Braden
Ken Collins 
Cary Clark
Craig Davison
Patti Dill
†William T. Einstein 
Susan L. Gates
†Philip M. Guess
J. Brian Hill 
Wendy Jones
†Stephanie Kornblum 
Mark E. Kramer

Katherine A. Krogslund
Lisa C. Luther 
Dave Magee
†Melissa Mager
Karissa A. Marker
Lisa McCabe
Robert W. Power 
Michael Purpura
Nathan Rauschenberg
Casey J. Schuchart
Christian Sinderman
†Gary S. Smith
†Gary T. Smith
Amy Sprangers
Linda Springmann 
Eric Steinwinder

Alex Washburn 
Carla C. Wigen
Christopher Williams

Past chairs
Ted Ackerley
John C. Blackman
†James C. Gurke 
Dan M. Guy III
J. Terry McLaughlin
†Stuart T. Rolfe 
†George V. Willoughby Jr.

†Executive committee
‡Ex-officio
 

Auxiliary board
As of December 31, 2016

Officers
Andrew Bleiman, 
Chair

Duncan Butcher, 
Vice chair

Emily Power, 
Secretary

Daniel Karr, 
Treasurer

Members
Kazim Ali
M. Harpur Davidson
Mark Fox
Michael Guidon
Deb Kay
Meredith Kennedy
Stren Lea
Tiernan Madorno 

Thomas Raaf
Sophie Riley
Billy Sanchez
Nicholas Stevens
Carrie Swint Wood
Scott Wallace
Robert Wood 
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